ABSTRACT
Craponne, France. All other chemicals and antibiotics were purchased from Sigma-Aldrich, 93 Poole, UK.
94
Preparation of RGM medium. RGM (rapidly-growing mycobacteria) medium was L-glutamic acid (5 g), di-sodium phosphate (25 g), mono-potassium phosphate (10 g), 100 sodium citrate (1 g), magnesium sulfate (0.5 g), calcium chloride (0.005 g), biotin (0.005 g), 101 copper sulfate (0.01 g), zinc sulfate (0.01 g), pyridoxine (0.01 g), ferric ammonium citrate 102 (0.4 g) and 40 ml of glycerol. The pH of the solution was adjusted to 6.6 and it was sterilized as before and allowed to cool to 50°C in a waterbath. OADC supplement was prepared by 106 dissolving 5 g bovine serum albumin, 2 g glucose, 0.004 g catalase and 63 µl oleic acid in 107 100 ml deionized water. The OADC supplement was filter sterilized and added to the molten 108 agar. Finally, the following additives were each dissolved in 10 ml sterile deionized water Evaluation of seven selective agars for inhibition of non-mycobacteria. Table 2 204 provides insights into the selectivity of the seven selective media with 185 non-mycobacteria.
205
All five media for BCC showed effective inhibition of P. aeruginosa, which is an essential (Table 4) . These 17 isolates were derived from a total of 12 233 patients (prevalence: 12/133; 9%). For four of these 12 patients, the same species was 234 recovered from more than one sample.
236
All 17 isolates of mycobacteria were recovered on RGM medium compared with only 237 seven (41%) recovered on BCSA (P = 0.023). For seven of 12 patients, mycobacteria were 238 only detected using RGM medium (P = 0.023). The calculation of sensitivity in Table 4 is for 239 comparative purposes only and assumes that all mycobacteria were recovered by at least one 240 of the two methods. Clearly this cannot be proven and moreover might be considered unlikely for slower-growing species such as M. avium complex. The average time-to-242 detection for mycobacteria was 7.9 days using RGM medium (range 4-11 days) and 7 days 243 using BCSA (range 4-11 days). infection of mycobacteria has been associated with concomitant isolation of Aspergillus sp.
245

298
(23, 24).
300
Middlebrook 7H11 agar, designed for isolation of mycobacteria, was better at 301 inhibiting fungi, due to the inclusion of amphotericin (Table 5) . However, other species, such
302
as Aspergillus terreus and Scedosporium apiospermum remained uninhibited and overall the 303 selectivity of Middlebrook 7H11 agar was inferior to that of bioMérieux BCSA and Oxoid B.
304
cepacia agar (Table 1 ). In contrast, no yeasts or fungi were able to grow on RGM medium. 
